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 Marion  weekly update 
 

SERMON Dec 10—”Good News for Who? #2” Luke 18:9-14, Proverbs 11:2 
This week we continue our Advent series “Good News for who?”.   For anyone who may not have heard 

last week’s message, I want to clarify to set the tone for our theme.  I intentionally phrased the series 

in provocative language.  I know it was provocative from the reaction of some in the pews when I said 
it.   My hope is everyone heard what came after to make sense of the statement. 

We’ve been told for a long time that the gospel is good news for everyone.   I said “Jesus coming isn’t 

good news for everyone.”   Imagine that!   Really?!!!  Follow me.  The good news refers to the entirety 
of the gospels, not just the end.   Yes, that we are offered grace freely and literally everyone has re-

demption offered for the accepting is good news, amazing news for everyone.   But that’s not the entire-
ty of the gospels.  The gospels cover birth to death, including all of Jesus’ teachings.   What were His 

teachings?  They were instructive on what it looks like to live a redeemed life.   In other words our 

works don’t earn redemption but they are the indicators of whether or not we’ve been redeemed. 
If we refuse to follow Jesus once we claimed to have accepted Him, have we truly been redeemed?   The 

scripture that points directly to this is the story of a man who was looking for Jesus to tell him he was a 

“shoo in” to heaven.  The commands remembered he had “kept from his birth”.  Jesus gave him one 
more.  “Good job, now go sell what you have and give it to the poor.”  The man left dejected and un-

willing to listen to this final instruction.  Following Jesus isn’t easy.  When He came into the world it 

was a game changer.   Suddenly everyone was under the same expectations.  Suddenly everyone’s com-
mon problem of sin united us and the common answer to it as well.   Follow Jesus.   This example is 

part of the gospel message.  It’s part of the good news.   For this man it wasn’t good news. 

For those who want to cling to their possessions at the expense of the needy and poor it’s bad news.  
But for the poor and needy who know they are seen and valued by God, and those giving souls who will 

part with earthly wealthy to benefit their neighbor?   It is wonderful news.    
Today we look at a different situation.   Our story is of a religious man who comes to pray, and elevates 

himself.  He prays thanks to God for not being like these other wretches.   It is an arrogant and self ab-

sorbed prayer.   Then comes the tax collector.  The scum of society.  He confesses, beats his chest, and 
asks for forgiveness.  Of the two only one walks away redeemed.   It’s not the religious guy.  It’s not the 

one outsiders might look at and assume he has it all together.   It’s the one they look down on. His 

heart was right and he knew his issues, let them out and threw himself on God’s good grace and mercy.   
The other couldn’t see his sin.   He thought he was better than the others. 

He was prideful. 

This is the issue for today.  The good news is bad news to those who are prideful and unwilling to be 
humbled.  There are myriad verses about the problem of pride.  Proverbs has several.   Christ tells us 

the “the last will be first and the first will be last.”   There is the story of the banquet and the instruc-

tion to not sit down in a seat of prominence but rather go for the lesser, more humbled seat.   That way 
if someone more prominent comes in there won’t be embarrassment getting booted out of the seat of 

honor, and if the host wants to offer you distinguishment you’ll be asked to move ahead in the seating.   
Romans tells us to “not exalt ourselves more than we ought.”   All of these point to the necessity of do-

ing away with pride if we are following Jesus. 

If we want to hang on to it.   It’s bad news. 
It’s bad news because ultimately pride makes a god out of ourselves.  I think I know best.  I know what 

I want and of course that’s what’s right and correct.  When I pray I pray for what is on my agenda, and 

I look for answers that support it.   Anytime I forget that God’s plan and design is better than my own, 
I’ve abandoned the God of salvation for a god of my own making.    

Pride looks a lot of different ways.  It looks like feeling entitled to look down on others, or put them 

down to elevate myself.  It looks like unwillingness to admit wrong.  It looks like refusing to share or 
relinquish the spotlight to someone else.  It looks like feeling entitled to brag about myself.   It looks  



 

like not wanting anyone else to take the lead because my way is always best.   After all, my way is cor-

rect.    

It looks like being bent on not only being judgmental but feeling a right to judge.    

One of the ripple effects of this is that it cheats others out of their best experience.   If I won’t share or 

relinquish the spotlight or let someone else take the lead and I’m not the most qualified (despite what I 

might think of myself),…. Then the experience is diminished.   Those affected get a watered down, sub-
par version of what God had intended for them.   And it’s because I can’t get over myself enough to re-

alize that I may not be the best at everything. 

And making the excuse that “that’s just the way I am” doesn’t cut it.  We can own that we have issues,  

and also acknowledge that it’s not the responsibility of other people to overlook my problematic traits.  

It’s my job to grow, transform, and develop in Christ until I model Him as best as I possibly can. 

One of the things we need to grasp if we’re trying to overcome our own pride or help another overcome 

theirs is to recognize that pride comes from multiple places.   We’ll look at three this morning, though 

I’m sure the list is endless.   The point here is to remember that in order to change something it helps a 
lot to know where it comes from.  Not only does that help us strategize our plan to conquer it, it also 

directs our prayers.  We can pray but pray in the wrong direction even about the right thing.  If I’m 

praying about my pride, but am mistaken about where to look for the answers, I can pray forever and 
never look in the right place. 

Pride can come from how we’re raised or from the influential people around us.   If I’m told I can do 
no wrong, and that I’m better than everyone, I may grow to believe that.   If I’m told I’m entitled for 

whatever reason above and beyond others, I may come to believe that.   In other words pride can be 

imposed by those around us.   We can get convinced that we are above the rest and deserve a different 
set of rules.    

It can be learned from those around us, particularly when we’re young.  If those around us are model-

ing that they believe themselves to better than others, entitled to more, and able to live by their own set 

of ruled, that can be imparted to the impressionable in their presence.  “I’m connected to and associat-
ed with the ‘better thans’, therefore I must be ‘better than’ too.”    

It can also be the response to trauma.  Being told your whole life that you’re worthless and of no value 
is destructive.   When people find themselves removed from that harsh and damaging voice, often they 

create barriers because they rightly decide to never go back to that abuse.   Pride is one of those barri-

ers.  “I’ve been told I’m worthless and less than all my life.  That will never happen again so I will be 
the best at everything.”   The attitude is protective against being made to feel a failure all over again. 

These are all different and have different answers. 

We also need to recognize what pride is not.   It is not knowing the value of one’s work and striving to 

do one’s best.   We call that pride in our work.  But it is short of this ungodly, arrogant pride.  It is not 
appreciating and noting the excellence in someone that we know and care for.   When we say we have 

pride in our children, it’s not necessarily arrogance.  It’s appreciation for what they have accom-
plished.  It isn’t striving to excel and win in competition.   This striving is actually based in humility, 

not pride.   Pride doesn’t prepare because it expects an easy victory.  Humility doesn’t underestimate 

and prepares to the utmost hoping to be the better competitor at that time and on that day.   

Humility is what we are called to. 

If we are to imitate Christ, think about the birth story we are about to celebrate.   The Creator of the 

universe, the King of kings, the Lord of lords enters the world not in pomp and circumstance, but as a 

humble baby.  He enters born not to royalty but to a humble couple skirting scandal at an unplanned 
pregnancy.   Born not in a hospital but a stable.  Not the son of a nobleman.  The son of a carpenter.  

Everything about Him screams humility. 

As flawed individuals we need to be taught.  Humility is teachable. 

To live in community with other flawed individuals we need to find grace.  Humility is the key to this 
grace. To see our own issues we have to have humble eyes to see reality and not some rose colored ver 



 

sion of it. To confess we have to see our own issues and be humble enough to own them. To repent we 

have to drop our pride, and humble ourselves that there is a better way than my own to do life. To pre-
fer others before ourselves humility is a prerequisite. 

Humility is a staple in every believer’s ability to truly follow Christ in heart, soul, mind, and action. 

The gospel is wonderful news to the humble. 

It is character in keeping with Jesus.   The promise of God is that the humble in this life will be  

elevated in the next.  For the humble it is good news that all that effort putting others first isn’t wasted.  
God is working through it to transform hearts and lives whether we see it or not.   

Humility, in short, is pleasing to God because it is what God demonstrated when God came incarnate 

to the world in the person of a child. 

In keeping with our Advent theme for the week, humility is also the key to peace.   When we are hum-

ble there is no need to impress.   Criticism isn’t personal because we already know we mess up.   It bal-

ances a competitive spirit with knowing that we won’t always come out on top, and that’s okay.   It 
opens us up to feedback because good feedback changes us for the better.  It places us in the right posi-

tion before God, and that’s exactly where we want to be. 

Humility is open to whatever may come.   It also promotes peace because we’re not pushing unneces-

sarily against one another.  Peace comes because we don’t feel less than just like we don’t feel better 

than.  Peace reigns in our hearts when we allow God to be in God’s place, guiding us and walking with 
us through our lives.  The humility that puts others first and seeks the best for everyone rather than 

putting self above all is one of the great keys to unlock not only peace in ourselves, but peace on earth 

as well. 

 

 


