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oConnecting people with Jesus Chri s

SERMON: Counterfeit Christianity: Blessings, Beatings, and bling Det2&;dhwete28:116

This week | want to address something briefly given the season of the church year we are engaging, theissdisos fafr lneay. ndthe
seem that oLentyd, however |1 06d Ilike to orient noesWeareWwes mds |
this time where we are encouraged to connect with God more intentionally for the purpose of the transfomirtigs,thatireppreanc
pare us for the coming of Holy Week and more significantly Good Friday and Easter Sunday.

Our series is all about authenticity. Our intention is to unpack pieces of the Christian tradition thathmo&yupotonecrgsiseelgnd/or

the example of Jesus. This is very much in keeping with the spirit of Lent. Taking time to discemmbaréghestethelbvity @s to

who God is and what it is to believe as correctly as we can in God. What greater preparation to honandthe ¢eelitytenC lermstr-

mity of the crucifixion and resurrection than to grow in our faith to know Him all the greater and with greater understanding

As we go through the next few weeks, | thi nkbingawrightihtowhatthe t
season is preparing us for, the events that bring us into a redeeming relationship with God.

So far, this series, at | east for me, has b eteesk andaid § massadgee r €
outside the series, and this week | find t hhreeofthdsegmentsdndhep | &

sermon title in one Sunday. In fact, given how they are related to one another, | almost felt we neededigh it Hvem wpriangster-
day, things changed. First | thought we could break it into two weeks. What we are going to do itk bavk dspmehaiele&. One
for blessing, one for beatings, one for bling.

The counterfeit notions wedre considering ar estomngandgeduihedaitls :
is that we have received the blessings of health and wealth. On the exact opposite, that the evidenceeohdlstsaigitanwed gemuin
enduring suffering and the | evel of suff er i ntheideaqfbahiasdbeinrgo ¢

held in tension. I dondt know that this is odadodoedhnondte
convenience. I candt say when things ar e gowhnggetsigkandahiya t |
patch where itds hard to make ends meet that gssdesaepredchddo ut

from the same pulpit depending on whatds going on.

This week we are looking at the idea that the metrics of a strong and genuine faith are the blessings Tifshisadtis@kdoveaktis.the
prosperity gospel or prosperity theology.

The issue with this particular idea is the saine iasc owinplhe tme
cal withess goes beyond the simplistic notion to something far deeper and richer. With the prospertyrigbs edrét ind3etgecono-

my , and to a | esser extent to a quote from J @&estlinedrawm framloleedi-g ¢
ence to health and wealth. In fact Alex probably would have much rather read my summary of these versesBhaerttiallprigagssag
Obe good and youdl |l be healthy and wealthy, breesblessidg maynrehllyy o L
look like material wealth and health or healing. The healing piece certainly is evident in the New Testsofelesuihatitetheapos-
tles.

The New Testament has Je
having money and a well
teaching.

Sticking with Deuteronomy, we have to ask t he Isthisdosthosedthen t h ¢
and there or for all people through all time? Is this old or new covenant?

I think given its location in the Old Testament we can surmises it is connected to the old covenant. TiiecOldebestantatdiiten-

tion on whether or not it is for all people at all times, and it is cemented in the example of Jesus and the early church.

I'n the Old Testament, first | etds consider ththe aek tadfond ok
things happen to good people?b6 Job who i s Dbigheenad Itehs.s i sHis
come accusing him of wrongdoing because they hhednd &odreprimnamdst
the o0friendsdé for their faulty accusati ons, avetdelessoebognizasthh ur
greatness of God.

The Psalms have similar passages. Many are written as the Psalmist cries out to God because they seantitbeviked guespering

sus saying ol came t ha gdsgquatedwithg ht
body and a comfort adfitg ehséeahodt e

suffering. They find the unfairness hard tib bewrl!| tAgst
The prophets also have their issues. As Judah and Israel are taken into exile in Assyria and Babyloat ttheeinjadtagadi ste@ o)
the good swept up with the bad. Once agai njvingttherethar bealth r ¢

and wealth continue in faithfulness. One need look no further than Daniel to see this.

Even in the Old Testament alone, is health and wealth the mark of strong and genuine faith? No. Inefinemithe &#sasuls gbm
wickedness.

Jesus goes even further. He promises not wealth and ease for His followers but suffering and persecatithe livetaof thevelied-

pl es we see the opposite. 0The birds have neasciplss,being beat ndt o »
with a bund of cash but with only what they possess into ministry. The early apostles being jailed, toraded @melofr this&ieinds
healthy or wealthy. Rather it all sounds passionately sancrificial.



Genuine faith isn6t about the self indul g enmteaboutthdsslf gwibgahatt t
results in the gain of God.

Now wedre getting to what it isndt. We a | t heath andl wdalthare justasd o n
possibly an end of ungodliness as godliness. It can be luck or intention, roll of the dice or geneticeneiwed!ghemndnessiar

more as likely as the hand of God. The point being that any of the above, health and wealth, could benadteililedyl at@ndedut

to circumstance.

So what about devoutness and blessing of heal ¢pactiealnsenseweFarl t h
the | argest part, falthfulness i sndt neces s halthang wealth.sThis t ant
i sndt demoni zing eal t h. I't merely wunder st lack discantbélmothder t ¢

served and undeserved.

What is so problematic about this prosperity theology and thus the need to correct it?

The destruction is tied to at least the following:

I't deifies selfishness demonizes need and i |ihmeeesd :b e clTehu sse i
simply a lack of faith, not a need in need of aid. They just need to believe and pray harder and eveggthing will fall into p

It is destructive to those in need. Iliness and need are the times we need to feel most tied into thechioperdft€isdus thatswe

are the most removed. The most distant. In the moment it is a void, not presence of hope. Should oirelnsttawses fiattempr
and callous God, or at least a God of false representatives. When held up under a light of reality, oserdai@tientakimeiaen-

ate church goers, let alone those who do not yet believe.

It is a dangerous metric. As itds evident tniygainisgrasulhof and
Godliness is errant and dangerous. It may not be at all and to assume such might be to embrace wickedvatatyand @erdersely, m
may be resulting from faithfulness, and changing course is not repentant, but compromising.

So if health and wealth arendt a metric for faithfulness,
This is a relatively simple one. In fact Paul uses it often when trying to define what life in the Spiesibakielilezsas Bair faithful-
ness is demonstrated by the fruit we bear. Fruit of heart and fruit of deed and life. Does our heaftthdast R dheuSrisareflect
that Spirit? Thatds pretty much it. The metric is simp
We know what fruit | ooks 1| i ke becjayupeapatience,kindhessngmsds faithful-gi v e n
nessgentleness and santrol.

There is something incredible and wonderful about these fruits. They are intangible. Health and wéthlith laretéichitgchowvea

much of it is available. Health is often an end in and of itself. If faithfulness is about bearing ffr it fthehguestiorTise question is
what to do with what we have.

Intangibles are infinite. They can be expressed in unlimited ways in every circumstance and moment. n Kiadivelssreaamble show
always. Patience in a world of instant gratification is unique and helps us embrace the other fruits irf-ecorulcns eeel th&el
just at the buffet Iline. I'tdés any ti me ext miteomrelationshipbyf e el i
acting rashly. Joy is an experience of the heart that informs everything we do.

These are where the light of Christ shines most brightly from us. The character and attitudes cultivatedruitenfwtieeaSpiré to

are the result of a transforming faith that has taken hold of us and we have taken a hold of it. A staridtrdonfks tiegehrauitte
make us stand out from the worl d. Ever yone watlyandcohsistal t h
ently embodying these fruits is different. It is special. It stands out from the crowd.

A standard of faith also has to apply across the board in every circumstance, culture, and reality. uxgafrithtbdrinfimtduakss

that it doesnd6t matter how big a bank account akeadiffeoence.h©@m h e
of the great compliments | love to hear when | make a hospital visits is the nurse gushing over what fopleespatieit.to Eaee

on our backs in a hospital bed, we can still shine bright]l
When we reach for this standard, we may not wiaolddrasomachg bu
bug or other wise. It does guarantee t hat wfdeeliggahe warrattof e s s
God in our heart from a job well done. We ald abeut eachbther. b e c a u

When we see one another and focus our fruit outward, we inspire people to faith and change. In this slbxesraasifonagan, th
transform the world more into the image of the Kingdom of God.

BIBLE STUDY: John 21

This week we close out the gospel of John. Last week we noted that there is strong opinion that chapten2hevas ot later
gospel. The way chapter 20 ends is one evidence of this. Also, the telling of chapter 21 seems a biesiaufitbistgaspéttirth

terms of style. At the time the church had established a structure to it, and this chapter gives formda loffvatitatistnictureFrom
the unusual noting of a cluster of discipl es abtprieschmirestryal | a
play out, there is a sends of both community and leadership passed from Jesus to His followers for thegparposshof establishin
The scene starts out with the disciples fishienagtomakepravi-was
sion for their own food. At the same time, John has used scenes to communicate more than the physicdlbisa<iikeinsi@nce, an
case here. The disciples havendt seized on t lweelikelpamtess si o
in ministry and returned to the familiar.

One more time Jesus appears to them. They dlotativhen hecasks themi z e
if theydve got any fish itdéds with the tone ofndafrustratedemdéskg o o
a question just to get wunder their skin in atapllaskiggtfhow mushay .
theydd reeled in?

He asks them for fish, and sets them up f or frustratiorg iHbw oftdhe & s
have we ourselves been working on something, particularly something we may be skilled at, without succesglysss stitledne seemi
pops in with a suggestion? Can you hear t handgirmendlleastn n
Yet like happens when we listen to the right voice, success!



Already John is sending a message. When they take matters into their own hands, they flounder. Wbeoft@Géyidistharmoithe vo
success. John is also already moving our ntiisindage ot advisiag h e r
them on where to cast their net harkens to the synoptics when the disciples were first called.

It also moves the story towards an illustration of the calling Jesus is about to launch them into. HesadlimeakeTtherhdigher
fish is more than they could hope for or dr ealfenseeninamplace s e
of prominence among the twelve, Peter is the one who officially brings the fish to the shore. WhergPsTwillé&smgin onhe ahisci

sion to inspire hundreds, perhaps thousands, and through the ages millions and billions to come to Christ.

Jesus invites them to some breakfast. He 0 s 0 rmwok the hpehd ardd  t
gave it to themdé is reminiscent of the Last Sugmwassapartof Joh
the churchoés tradition at the point he wrote saxhmeng Ay el
once again here they are on the banks of the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus multiplied the loaves and fisheklioge¢edHisoesands.
calling earlier incidents, we remember that on the Sea of Galilee there was another time Peter jumped desubpatukin Hersuit of
walked on water.

In addition to this kind of walk down memory lane, a meal also paints a picture of intimacy. Breakingdmteadtisdrore than fol o w

and community. Itds a deepening of rel at i on sthyisthatthe So©On e
of God who has been Glorified is still a model of servant
After the meal, three times Jesus asks Pet erweatbdedwoyitasigonk.o v e
Jesus refers to Peter more formally, or perhaps more intimately, as He did when Peter was called. FesiimatdRkis, isviesgd sugg
about Jesus stild]l needing to forgive anyt hi anfeten, partibuatyafted s

seeing Jesus resurrected. Here Jesus gives an opportunity for Peter to overcome guilt and maybe fully forgive himself.
Jesus also throws back to the Last Supper. In that conversation He tells the disciples that to love dligfoisXesoisepditinulally

when He has returned to the Father, i sndt | u sdthe disziphes, isftoe e | |
of eed My | ambsbod. To take care of His sheep. edoWhonesivio Je
would begin the early church.

The description of Peterods future, along wit husthdtésukivalwl ed

knowing. Throughout the gospel we get the sense that Jesus is never taken by surprise and innately plepedducforevHatever is
or going on around Him. The description of what lies in store is both relatable and illustrative.

I't is relatable to many who have passed fr om giptofade eventaswemi d
grow to appreciate the years wedve had and have |l eft all
Specifically to Peter, his oOoutstretched ar gs dheptheesknsedf hi
Peterds moving from freedom to being bound to another app
Before coming to relationship with Christ there were no bounds. Life was as absolute in freedom as ihgmtitdrblatiohibipcomi

with Christ we become, as Paul puts it, sl avltessajoyfubandCchasens t .
surrender . 0Our lives are not our own. 6 T sueenderbve Heaomey  t o
free from the sin in our lives, and to pursue Jesus and all that a life in Christ entalils to its fullest.

The beloved disciple is following, and Peter asks owhat a

This reaction from Peter is completely understandable. He knows that he and the other disciples share aadlethto@naat-and are
mon devotion to Jesus. If they are all in the same boat, it stands to reason they would get a similarthewaads oe perdps i e t e
osity consequence. I sense that there is ®&angangdasmeibn of
wedre ministering together?6

Most of wus share this attitude of fairness. entWesamegamt t o
Jesus affirms in His shutting down of the question that while every disciple shares a common call to nenigtry, everi rainistrya me
istry isndt currency we exchange for c¢commodaid We follow Choist g e v i
because of the grace given on the cross. In that our reward is all the same no matter what, and no mattysdedvinesddrdng@ricour p
a close.

As at the empty tomb, Peter and the bel oved davgote|npnisteringar e
in the thick of a persecuting empire, that puts him in the crosshairs of martyrdom. The beloved dismijhelingstthielfdlesof ¢

story, and writing the gospel of John which will tell the story far beyond his own life. All of us hawearspmt. All of us

Finally, we see a couple things about community.

The detail that the beloved disciple was not immortal gives us a window into the early church. Thid isheatledike Wakeetain
water that the disciples thought theydd s een tdostgrhightsekist. T
Certainly this doesndt prove or disprove t he gsamguesion, but
Here we see that rumors were floating around aémubthetgospehe be
corrects the misunderstanding. We do this even today, essentially so, when the words of Jesus, andatteenisotideoswmgture,

mi sused. ltds part of our due diligence in faith, and h
The final ©piece that point us to community i sydfaitheontrhifigi r ma
that the gospel is accurate in what it communicates about Jesus.

What is impressive about Johndés gospel and t hihstorgandimealor a |

gy. The life of Christ told uniquely in John conveys with remarkable intentionality and brilliance so muthandoéthaasdvesiis

di stinct from Matthew, Mar k, and Luke not onl ynoieguestiannit ent
about which one is more Ocorrectéo. Rat her i nuwufainohingu@ctue mo

of divinity lived out in a human world that redeems us and draws us into deep relationship with our Creator.
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| will be sharing landscapes from Galilee leading
to Easter Sunday so we
wal kedo6. These were t al
the hills overlooking the Sea of Galilee.




